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managing subject races. Religiously they were tolerant. They
availed themselves of the services of other peoples and were wilt
ing to learn from them. Some of their foremost ministers were
foreigners. For instance, Yeh-lli Ch'u-ts'ai, a sinicized Khitan,
who had held offices under the Chin, served prominently under
both Jenghiz Khan and Ogodai, and Uighurs were given high
positions. Under the guidance of non-Mongol counsellors, the
Mongols made advances in civilization and administration. They
took over, with modifications, the Uighur alphabet. Some of their
youth were put to school to study the Confucian classics, and the
beginnings of a civil administrative system showed Chinese
influence.
It was an enormously difficult, and, as it proved, an impossible
task to hold together for long the vast empire which had been so
quickly acquired, but in conquering it the Mongols displayed
marked ability and energy, and the greatest of them were not
without astuteness in governing it.
CULTURE  UNDER THE  SUNG:   THE  SOUTHWARD MIGRATION
OF  THE  CHINESE
As was said at the outset of this chapter, in spite of its political
divisions, and, as compared with the Han or the T'ang dynasties,
its political weakness, the China of the Sung witnessed the geo-
graphic expansion of its culture, striking prosperity, and marked
activity in thought and art.
The barbarian invasions of the North and the southward mi-
gration of the dynasty were far from meaning that either the Chi-
nese people or their institutions were overwhelmed. Some infiltra-
tion of non-Chinese blood undoubtedly took place, for the con-
querors, in addition to forming much of the ruling class, settled
on the land, possibly in fairly large numbers, and the inevitable
intermarriage modified the character of the population. How large
the alien element was we do not know, but the older Chinese stock
probably still predominated, and the newcomers tended to take on
Chinese civilization.
The frequent fighting in the North between the Sung and the
invaders also gave a decided impetus to the southward movement
of the Chinese and made the Yangtze Valley and the south coast
loom more prominently than heretofore in all phases of the Em-